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On September 16, 2007 Sierra Nevada Brewing Co.—one of the innovators of the craft 
brewing renaissance since its founding in 1980—commissioned the first phase of what 
will be one of the country’s largest private solar installations. This commissioning comes 
on the heels of the installation of four 250-kilowatt co-generation fuel cell power units, 
also one of the largest fuel cell installations in the United States.  
 
“With the addition of our solar panels, we are approaching our goal of providing 100% of 
our energy needs with clean on-site alternative energy generation,” said brewery founder 
and CEO Ken Grossman. 
 
When completed in 2008, the solar project will produce over 1.4 MW of AC power for 
the brewery.  This—coupled with its existing 1 MW fuel cell plant—will provide for the 
majority of the brewery’s electrical energy needs with clean power produced on-site. 
Surplus electrical energy will be available to help supply the overloaded California power 
grid during peak power usage periods.  
 
The already completed 442-kW elevated tracking array generates a significant amount of 
electricity to power brewery operations, as well as providing the added benefit of shaded 
parking for brewery and restaurant visitors as well as employees.  Over 2000 Sunpower 
220-watt high-efficiency panels were installed utilizing an intelligent tracking system that 
aims the array toward the sun throughout the day, increasing the output almost 30% over 
a fixed panel installation. This system should provide a total 892,859 per year of kilowatt 
hour (kWh) power output.   
 
The next phase of installation is currently underway.  Covering a majority of the brewing 
facility’s roofs, this system will utilize over 6700 Mitsubishi 185-watt lead-free panels.  
This installation will produce an additional 1 MW of AC power, and should be completed 
by early 2009. 
 
Sierra Nevada Brewing Co. was founded in 1980 and is one of America’s first 
microbreweries. Since its inception almost thirty years ago, it has pioneered many 
innovations to conserve resources and focus on sustainable business practices.  It is 
regarded as the standard of quality for American craft brewers and has won numerous 
awards for its beers and ales. The brewery continues to be 100% owned by founder Ken 
Grossman.  
 
In addition to Pale Ale, Sierra Nevada makes a Wheat, Porter and Stout year-round, a 
host of draft-only specialty beers, and offers four seasonal beers. 


